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Job 2:11-13; 42:10-11; Rev. 21:1-4; Job’s Comforters I.  The Comfort of a Close Friend II. The Comfort of a Restoring God
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, last week we dealt with some weighty issues.  Our hearts were heavy as we witnessed everything taken away from Job- everyone turning against him.  What we ended up seeing is that Job needed to be comforted- he was in desperate need of strength and encouragement.  But where would this help come from?  It would not come from his wife who turns on him- telling Job to curse God and die.  So Job’s wife was speaking foolishly- denying God’s sovereign goodness as she encouraged Job to sin.  But where will this needed help come from?  One of the themes in this book is that of comfort.  The word “comfort” is found first in 2:11- again in 6:10 and finally in 42:11.   Sympathy and comfort- two sweet words for those in the fire of tribulation.  As I said last week, we should all expect trials and tribulations of various kinds.  The devil is still our adversary- waging war against the people of God.  Our own flesh temps us to sin- and we face the trials of living in a fallen world.  In God’s providence, some of the blessings we enjoy in this life will be taken away.  We will lose possessions; friends and family will be taken away by death, our own bodies will be struck with sickness and our relationships will be plagued with conflict.  Just as Job does- we too need comfort!  But where does our help come from?  How does our loving Father comfort His suffering children?  So today we consider this theme: Jesus Christ comforts His people with His enduring presence. Job has been reduced from one of the greatest men on the earth to a man with nothing sitting in the dust.  Will Job ever be restored?  Where last week we learned how to deal with suffering- how to approach the loss of possession, life and health.  This week, we learn how to help others deal with suffering and loss.  
I.  The Comfort of a Close Friend 
In our first point we consider the comfort provided in the arrival of these 3 close friends.  The Spirit has stirred the hearts of these three wise men come to the greatest man of the east, and they are moved by the losses endured by Job.  So they make an appointment and come together in v. 11 to show sympathy and comfort.  A few weeks have passed by this point- and they each make the lengthy journey to see their friend.  Each man was great in his own regard- they were princes and dukes in their own regard.  But when they see Job, they were shocked by his appearance- he is a shell of his former self.  They have committed to giving sympathy and comfort.  Showing sympathy is to enter into the mourning of another- to step in their shoes if you will.  You weep with those who weep- showing compassion to them.  I’m sorry for your loss.  To comfort is to seek to give strength- to lift up those who are under a heavy burden.  I am here for you- how can I help.  In your pity you seek to help- to ease the pain.  In this way, these three men were acknowledging the suffering that Job endured and sought to help.  So we find them coming to Job and they begin by weeping with him.  They joined Job in the dust and ashes- shared his grief and sorrow.  And in silence they sat with Job for 7 days which is the customary time for mourning.  Notice that these 3 men did not avoid Job- nor did they simply tell Job to snap out of it.  They did not try to cheer Job up nor did they try to point to some of the things that Job did still have.  As we found later on in chapter 42- Job does still have brothers and sisters- and he does still have his friends.  No, they were content to sit in the dust- to share in the sorrow- to remain in silence as they mourned with their friend, Job.  These 3 friends are a gift from God!  There is a friend that sticks closer than a brother.  Although these 3 friends will be less than helpful later- for now they remain a great haven for Job.
We can learn from this example of sympathy and comfort.  To sympathize with someone who is grieving, it helps to go to them.  Just your presence shows that you care- as you associate with them.  They also remained in silence.  Too often, we feel uncomfortable with silence.  We don’t know what to say- so we just say something.  But Job’s friends were right here- to stay silent.  To put a hand over their own mouth.  Often we do not have the answers- we do not know why this is happening. We don’t know why our loved one died- we don’t have a reason for why I must carry this burden of sickness.  Instead of trying to explain the crisis away- sometimes it is best to just sit in silence.  There is a time to speak and a time to be silent- wisdom is needed to know the difference.  So as Rom. 12:15, when we see others weeping, a compassionate heart weeps with them.  We show sympathy by joining with them in their sorrow.  When grieving with others, don’t pretend to have the all the answers.  Don’t ignore or explain away their pain.  Rather, acknowledge it and enter into it with them!  This is how you can be a true source of sympathy and comfort.  You don’t have say a lot- silence is often golden in the presence of the sting of death and the pinch of suffering.  Sickness, loss and death are still enemies that grieve us!  Eph. 4 reminds us to be kind and compassionate towards one another.  So although Job’s friends will get some of their theology wrong in the next chapters, up to this point they were acting like a good friend- showing sympathy and compassion.  As I Peter 3 puts it, “be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.” Just like it would be wrong to assume that you know why God has sent this trial, it is also dangerous to assume that you have the answers to fix it.  Rather, your presence is a powerful testimony of your love.  Where words fall short, just being there is for others in their time of need is like refreshing rain on a sun scorched land.  Show compassion and patience- give them time for their wounds to heal.  
II. The Comfort of a Restoring God
And yet, note how limited they were in this compassionate work.  Job’s friends could only enter into the suffering of Job- they could sit on the ash heap and weep with him- but they could not do anything to change the situation!  In fact, Job will call these three friends “miserable comforters” in chapter 16- because they spoke of things they did not understand and accused Job of things not true.  So although earthly comforters are a blessing from God, they remain limited, fallen and finite.  In other words, Job’s friends can sympathize- but later they will antagonize.  What is needed is comforter who never misunderstands and is also able to fix what is broken.  Even though we are jumping ahead, it is important to see that Job did in fact end up finding comfort.  The Lord can give and the Lord can take away as Job confessed back in chapter 1- but the fact is- the Lord can give again!  So as we read in chapter 42, Job is blessed again with double later in life!  The Lord restored the fortunes of Job- and the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.  His brothers and sisters returned to him, 10 more children were born to him, and he was able to eat bread in his own house once again.  In this way, the Lord showed sympathy and compassion to Job- and comforted him after all this evil had fallen upon him.  When we think of Job we tend to think of his great suffering- but we may not always remember the restoration and blessing that Job enjoyed once again!  Being made once again in the greatest man of the east and given a new lease on life in which to enjoy it!  This was a great blessing from the LORD!  
This raises an important theme that is evident in the Scriptures.  For God’s people, after the pain comes comfort.  After the suffering comes glory.  After the cross comes the crown.  We saw this briefly last week as we saw Job the suffering servant who pointed to the humiliation of Jesus and His suffering on the cross.  This week, we find that after Job suffers a little while; he is raised and exalted!  Great glory and blessings are granted unto him- pointing us forward to the exaltation of Jesus Christ!  He being crowned with all glory and honor- raised and exalted to the right hand.  So there is a little picture here of the humiliation as well as exaltation of Jesus as well.  But we must not forget the fact that those who suffer with Christ will also be glorified with Him as well!  And here is where we find the comfort and restoration provided by our God!  Our God sees the tears that we cry- He catches them in a bottle.  He hears the groans of our heart- even by the Spirit puts those groans into the words of prayer.  He sees our labor- and He is just to reward the work that we do in faith.  As Heb. 6:10 puts it, God will not overlook your work and love that you have showed.  Or again in Mark 10, there is no one who has left house or brother or sister or mother or father or lands or children for my sake, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, with persecutions, and in the age to come.  As we saw, Job had, because he was a righteous man, been the recipient of Satan’s attack.  Because of Job’s faith, Satan stole all that he had.  But God sees this- and the loss is not forgotten!  Job was restored and rewarded- he was vindicated!  He was comforted- his cause upheld!  
But more can even be said- because God does not always restore and reward in this life.  Sometimes, the comfort comes later.  That is why we confess with HC LD 1- what is your only comfort in life and in death?  That I belong, body and soul to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  Belonging to Jesus Christ is the source of eternal and lasting comfort because we know that He will overcome, restore, and make all things new!  As we read earlier in Rev. 21, when Jesus comes back He will remove the source of all sorrow, sickness and pain!  What is broken will be fixed, what is lost will be found, what was taken will be restored!  Even death shall be no more!  So the ultimate source of comfort for Job- and for us- is found in our Lord Jesus Christ!  The Prince of Peace will ensure that there will be no more robbery, murder, sickness or death!  Creation itself will be at peace- and all the wicked murderers and thieves will be cast out.  Our tears will be wiped away by His loving hands- and the family of God will be reunited and made complete!  So the end of Job’s life gives us a little glimpse- a foretaste of the comfort that Jesus will fully bring on that last day!  The restoration and comfort Job receives points us to a future restoration and comfort we will one day also receive!  The ultimate source of lasting comfort is not found in us- even though we are called to be sympathetic and comforting- ultimately it is Christ alone who can dry every tear and calm every fear!  He alone will restore what is lost and make all things right and new!  
As we close, I want to read from James 5:11 again.  Consider those blessed who remain steadfast; You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the LORD, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful!  James is saying that one of the key lessons to learn from Job is this- God is merciful and compassionate!  In other words, Job is teaching us not only about the sovereign providence of God, but also about the comfort and mercy that God gives!  God sees the tears of Job- He hears Job’s cry!  The LORD sees Job sitting in the ashes.  First He sends these 3 friends to comfort- later he will restore Job with double blessings.  And one day, the LORD will raise Job up and say- well done, Job!  You were faithful with little, now you will be blessed with much!  Welcome into the riches that My Father has prepared for you!  Receive riches, family and health by my hand!  Enter into the eternal comfort of your God!  Jesus Christ comforts His people with His enduring presence.  He will never leave you or forsake you!  Mt. 5- blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted!  
