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Job 4; Job 8:1-7; Job’s Counselors Speak I.  Eliphaz II. Bildad III. Zophar
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, have you ever tried to fix something- only to make matters worse?  Like trying to fix your car’s breaks- only to shear off a bolt and make your job 10 times harder.  Or when you are cleaning the fridge only to drop a jar of pickles- your job did not fix anything.  You only made more work for yourself! In a similar way, Job’s friends start speaking this week.  They were trying to help Job, but they only made Job more miserable.  Last week we saw the comfort that Job does finally receive.  God comforted Job by restoring and increasing him again.  As we read from James 5- God’s compassion and mercy are evident in how He comforted Job.  Today we will compare and contrast the comfort that God gives to these three friends- whom Job labels as miserable comforters in chapter 16.  So as we return to Job, we find that some time has passed.  Job’s friends have arrived after a few weeks have gone by- and they have sat in the dust with their friend for a week.  They have seen that Job is not getting better- his countenance is not changing- and these friends have waited long enough.  Now they are going to speak- they are going to give wisdom to their friend.  They think they know what the problem is and how to fix it- only to make matters worse as they increase the suffering of Job.  Job has already lost everything- even his wife has turned against him.  Now his closest friends will turn on him as well.  Today we are going to see that these friends of Job are going to question Job’s faith and piety.  They will accuse Job of great sin as they seek to defend the righteousness of God.  There is a danger evident in applying the truth in the wrong way!  Yes- God is holy and He is just!  It is true that the wicked will be punished, and the righteous will be rewarded.  But this punishment or this reward is not always seen in this life!  So we consider this theme: Job’s friends prove to be miserable comforters as Job longs for a compassionate mediator.  
I.  Eliphaz 
As we jump into this book, we find that each friend will speak to Job 3 times.  So each friend gives 3 speeches- followed by Job’s response.  So there are 9 speeches followed by 9 responses.  But we are going to summarize by grouping these speeches together.  First off, we start with the speech of Eliphaz.  Now Eliphaz is the oldest of these 3 friends.  He speaks first and he speaks from the perspective of experience.  He is from the east side of the Jordan- in the land that will one day be called Edom.  So he starts in chapter 4.  Job, you know the truth.  You have instructed many- will you not know teach yourself?  Look around you, Job.  4:7- have you ever seen the innocent perish?  You may be a good man, but your are not perfect.  4:8- do you not know that those who sow iniquity will reap trouble?  You reap what you sow!  God’s anger is upon the wicked- 4:9- He will consume them in His wrath!  So Job, if you are being punished by God you must have done something to deserve this!  You know this is true, Job!  4:17- can mortal man be right with God?  Can anyone be pure in the sight of the creator?  Adding insult to injury- Eliphaz goes so far to say in 5:4 that your children have died because you are a fool!  Everything that has happened to you is deserved- because God is just and all men are sinners!  Job, you have sinned and brought this upon yourself!  The solution- according to Eliphaz- is this this!  Repent!  Confess your sins and God will restore you!  5:18- God has wounded you but he will heal- He will deliver you!  He will restore if you would  be acknowledge your sins!  So what do you think?  Is this this argument of Eliphaz correct?  Well, the theology of Job’s friend is sound!  God does discipline the one He loves!  God is just and He will give to each as they deserve!  But Eliphaz is wrong in his assumption- that this hardship has fallen on Job because Job is wicked!  Job is not being chastened because of his sin- Job is not reaping iniquity because he has sown trouble. So Job replies in chapter 6:29- consider my cause!  My vindication is at stake!  Look at my life and consider my actions- I would not lie to your face!  I have not done anything that would cause God’s wrath to fall upon me!  I have not cursed God- I have not committed some grave sin for which I have refused to repent!  Is there any injustice on my tongue or iniquity in my hand?  Will not anyone come to my aid?  Will none defend my cause!  You are a cruel man, Eliphaz!  You are ruthlessly accusing me without cause- blaming an innocent man for the pain he endures.  Your age has not made you wise- you speak of things you do not know.
II. Bildad 
The next to speak will be Bildad.  Bildad is the middle-aged friend who comes from the Arabia.  Bildad is more theological and academic- he uses reason, tradition and logic to make his case.  So Bildad begins his speech in chapter 8.  Okay, Job, I have listened to you speak and your words are nothing more than hot air- 8:2.  You are wind bag who speaks of things that he does not know.  Is God unjust, Job?  Will God pervert justice?  In fact, God is so just that he will not allow evil to fall on His people.  And, to add coal to the fire- Bildad speaks of Job’s children in 8:4.  Your children must have been wicked as well- God has delivered them over to death because of their own transgression.  In other words- your kids died because they were so wicked- and you are suffering because of your own sins!  So Bildad is not pulling his punches here- he is hitting Job where it hurts the most!  Basically, Bildad’s argument is that there are 2 kinds of people.  The just and the unjust.  These two kinds of people will have two different kinds of lives- one blessed and the other cursed.  If your life looks like it is cursed, then you must be unjust.  8:20- God will not reject a blameless man nor take the hand of evildoers.  God rejects the wicked but embraces the righteous.  The wicked will perish but the upright will endure.  Where there is smoke there is fire- where there is punishment there must be wickedness.  So if hardships are falling on you today, you must not be pure in heart.  There is a little bit of “prosperity gospel” in these words of Bildad.  God’s people will have their best life now- God wants you to be happy, healthy and prosperous today.  If you are not happy and healthy, you must have done something wrong.  Our lives are nothing more than cause and effect.  To this accusation, Job begins his defense in chapter 9.  I know that I am not righteous based on my works- 9:2- for how can a man be right before God?  God is not like a man.  You cannot argue your case against God and win?  Who can resist the works of His hand?  Who can stop God’s plan and purpose?  If God decides to do something- who can stop God from carrying it out?  Job is echoed by Rom. 9- God is potter and we are the clay.  Who can say to God- what are You doing?  God has stretched out the heavens- 9:8- he created the earth and the sea.  What is man and his power compared to the LORD’S mighty hand?  Can I resist Him?  In other words, God is not manipulated by the works or words of man.  Can we resist God’s plan or say to God- what have you done?  Although I am in the right- 9:20- although I have done nothing to cause God to be angry with me- God is still free to do as He chooses with me.  The is no one who can please my cause- 9 :33- there is no arbiter between us!  Job is clearly pointing to the fact that there is no man who can plead his case with God and win.  Although Job needs a mediator- he needs someone to take up his case with God- Job recognizes that no man is up to this task!  And ultimately, God is free to do with and to man as He sees fit!  We cannot say to God, what have you done?!  So again, Job is submitting to the sovereign plan of God while acknowledging his own innocence of grave sin.  Job needs someone to defend his cause- but he himself and his friends are not up to the task.  Job is looking for someone to even defend Job’s case against these miserable comforters.  Will no one defend Job’s integrity?  Can we acknowledge the truth about God’s character while also upholding the integrity of Job?  
III. Zophar
And finally, we come to the youngest of Job’s friends, Zophar.  Now Zophar has been silent up this point, but he opens his mouth in chapter 11.  Lets read 11:1-6.  Although being the youngest, Zophar is the most brutal.  Look again at v. 6- God exacts less of you than your guilt deserves.  In other words, Job; you got off easy!  You deserve worse than you got!  You are even worse of a sinner than I thought- and God has not even begun to give you what you deserve!  You should be punished even harsher!  But even now Job, you still have time!  You had better repent before something even worse happens!  Zophar is brash and confrontational- he has little sympathy for Job.  He echoes the same in chapter 20.  Zophar will not let the matter rest- it’s almost like he losses his temper.  He speaks with haste- someone has to answer Job!  Someone has to defend God’s cause.  God will not allow you to escape!  God will send His burning anger against all those who work iniquity!  Utter darkness is his treasure- fire will be fanned into flame against you.  You will be consumed, and your iniquity will be revealed.  All his possessions will be carried away in the day of God’s wrath.  Zophar’s logic is that Job must be a secret sinner or a hypocrite- and Zophar will expose his lies.  Job responds to Zophar in chapter 21- the wicked do not always get what they deserve.  Job’s points to a hole in Zophar’s logic.  The fact is, the wicked do live long and prosper in this life.  They reach old age and prosper!  I have seen the rebellious build their homes and enjoy great blessings in this life.  They spend their days in prosperity and in peace they go to the grave- 21:13.  As the prophet Jeremiah will also say- why do the wicked prosper?  As Job is responding, he states that this assertion is not true.  There are many examples in the world where the wicked enjoy fame and fortune while the people of God endure hardships and suffering.  And as far as you my supposed friends go, you are unjustly condemning me.  My friends have become my enemies- you are miserable comforters.  As 21:34 puts it, how then will you comfort me with empty nothings.  Your answers are nothing but falsehood.  You mock and accuse me- you warn me to repent when I am not living in sin.  I do not deserve what I have received.  It would have been better if you would have remained silent- even better still- I would be better off if I was never born.  
So now it is clear, Job’s friends provide little to no comfort.  Truth without compassion or context is not helpful.  Job has no other choice- he petitions His cause to the LORD.  However, Job knows that no one can appeal to God and win!  Although Job thinks his cause is just and right- he knows that no man can stand before God and argue his own case!  What Job needs is an arbiter- a mediator!  He needs a comforter who will take up his cause and come to his aid!  From where will Job’s help come? Well, it will not come from his friends.  These miserable comforters have nothing but empty words.  There is nothing left to their answers but falsehood!  They wrongly applied their knowledge- they twisted God’s character and justice.  Having tried to make sense of Job’s suffering- they assumed to have an answer!  Only the wicked suffer- since you are suffering- you must be wicked!  Trying to defend God’s righteousness, they accuse Job of wrong.  In this they take up the task of the Devil- seeking to accuse Job- even though Job had done nothing wrong.  As our theme states; Job’s friends prove to be miserable comforters as Job longs for a compassionate mediator.  From where does our help come?  What is Job’s only comfort in life and in death?  Well, it is not found in the words of these 3 friends!  The logic of his friends range from- Job, you are basically a good man but there is some sin in your life- just accept this discipline and your life will get back to normal.  All the way to- Job you are the scum of the earth and you deserve much worse than you received.  Miserable comforters to be sure.  Praise God that we are not judged by the standards of men- that our peers will not be the ones who hand out judgement!  Job needed and advocate- someone who plead his cause justly!  An arbiter of truth who will defend the cause of the afflicted and who will do what is right!   Job could echo Psalm 35- vindicate me in your righteousness, O LORD.  Praise God that we know the name of this just judge- He is our King Jesus who will return to judge the living and the dead!  He will do what is right- He will not judge based on what is seen with the eye- for He knows the heart!  The cause of the widow, fatherless, poor and wrongly accused He will defend.  
